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Abstract

Climatic diversity and natural hazards as well as majority of small farmers
underline the need for practice of agriculture insurance system. Insurance of
crops is part of agricultural products insurance system which is being practiced
with an aim to decrease impacts of natural hazards and thereby support farmers.
Within this context, the present study, while examining parts of the performance
of Agriculture Insurance Fund in Iran in the area of agricultural products, has
studied effects caused by payments of the Fund and facilities offered by Bank
Keshavarzi to cultivation sub-sector for its development in 1984-2007 by
applying Vector Autoregressive model. Results indicated that Fund payments
and Bank Keshavarzi facilities have significant positive effects on development
of cultivation and horticulture sub-sectors. However, facilities of Bank
Keshavarzi seem to have more direct effects on the development of cultivation
and horticulture sub-sectors.
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Gauging Level of Satisfaction of Perfor mance of
| nsurance Policy holdersfrom Agriculture
I nsurance Fund in Razavi Khorasan Province

Dr. N. Shahnoushi *, A. Edalatian**, H. Khaksar Astaneh***
S. Soltani*** & F. Rahmani***

Abstract

Agriculture insurance can be considered as a pivotal factor for agricultural
development. When deployed, this mechanism could provide more security for
agricultural producers and more opportunities for private investment in the
agriculture sector. The present study examines agriculture insurance
performance, satisfaction of insurance policy holders (Insured) (agricultural,
horticultural and livestock) and ways to ensure maintenance of such satisfaction
such as attitude and organizational and structural factors, in Razavi Khorasan
Province. The data collected by using questionnaires and through multi-stage
cluster sampling. The sample size is above 1000, including 503 farmers, 250
horticulturists and 270 livestock breeders. Statistical tests were used to examine
targets of the study. The study showed that farmers, horticulturists and
livestock breeders were satisfied with all activities related to Agriculture
Insurance Fund, in organizational and structural terms. Although the majority
insurance brokers expressed their satisfaction, however, the state of satisfaction
was moderate. Therefore, in an effort to increase efficiency of the insurance
system, improvement of methods in offering insurance services seems to be
essential. Generally speaking, factors that lead to dissatisfaction in agriculture
insurance are: lack of payment of compensation by the Fund under certain
circumstances, less compensation payment than the real amount of damage,
prevailing bureaucracy and complexity of administrative process of agriculture
insurance, failure in holding training courses pertaining to agriculture
insurance, bottlenecks and hardships existing in current laws and regulations
with regard to agriculture insurance, absence of insurance services for some
products and, high premium.

Keywords:
Agriculture Insurance, Satisfaction, Insurance policy holders (Insured),
Agriculture Insurance Fund, Razavi Khorasan Province.

*Associate Professor, Agricultural Economics Department, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
**Director of Insurance Services Department, Razavi Khorasan Province
***Researchers of Economic Research Department of Jihad University, Mashhad O
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Study of Farmers' Attitude towards Grape

Insurance
Case Study: City of Qouchan

Dr. M. R. Kohansal * & A. Rahnama**

Abstract

The present study has been conducted with an aim to identify socio-
economic factors effective in the process of accepting insurance in the city of
Qouchan. The sample size included a random selection of 30 and the data
collected through completed questionnaires. The obtained data were then
analyzed and estimated on the basis of the Logit model. The results show that
variables such as level and type of grapes, land under cultivation and, source
of income would leave negative effects on farmers in accepting insurance of
grape products. On the other hand, degree of education, income level, and
required technical-agricultural knowledge for cultivation of agricultural
products, usage of extension services, and age are among variables which are
positively effective in accepting insurance. Other factors have no significant
impact on the acceptance or denial of insurance among farmers.

Keywords:
Socio-economic Factors, City of Qouchan, Agriculture Insurance,
Grape, Acceptance of Insurance, the Logit Model.

*Associate Professor, Agricultural Economics, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
Email: kohansall@yahoo.com
**MS student, Agricultural Economics
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Challenges and Benefits of Virtual Training for
Private Agricultural Insurance Brokersin Iran

Dr. M. Omidi Najafabadi*, Dr. S. J. Farajollah Hosseini**
& Dr. S.M.Mirdamadi **

Abstract

The Agricultural Insurance Fund (AIF) in Iran has employed the private sector
in the category of “broker” to implement an agricultural insurance scheme. The
AIF has spent considerable time, effort, and money to train the brokers.
Unfortunately, the main part of the investment has produced disappointing
results, proving that traditional education is no longer effective. To overcome
such a setback, an information and communication technology (ICT)-based
training system seemed to be the obvious solution. In this research, the ICT-
based training was divided into the four following categories: (1) Synchronous
training method (2) Asynchronous instruction method (3) learning through CD
and DVD (4) movable instruction method. Therefore, it seemed necessary to
identify the most important challenges and benefits of each method to choose
them effectively. That is to say, the ordinal coefficient of variation pointed out
the most important challenge of the ICT-based training methods as expanded
bandwidth, low quality of multi-media programs due to low bandwidth,
updating and screening size respectively for synchronous, asynchronous, CD
and moveable learning. Also, it pointed to the most important benefits of the
ICT-based training methods such as usage of participatory methods, sending
and receiving files and attachments, repeatability of learning and high quality of
education due to its multi-media application, portable technologies for
synchronous, asynchronous, CD and movable learning, respectively.

Keywords:
Virtual Training, ICT, Agriculture Insurance, Private Agricultural Insurance
Broker.
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Study of Challenges Facing Agriculture
| nsurance Fund of Iran

M.M. Fazel Beigi* & Dr. G. R. Yavari **

Abstract

Insurance of agricultural products is among the main factors which results in
reducing risk in production process. Therefore, study of function of
agricultural crops insurance and factors which are potential to influence it, as
well as problems it is faced with, can play an outstanding role in identifying
the weak and strong points of the process, and help in finding some methods to
solve parts of agricultural problems. The present study is about current status
of Agricultural Insurance Fund and some of the problems it faced with in
2007-2008 period. The main aim of this research is to study problems of
Agricultural Insurance Fund in Iran. The results showed that presence of a
professional organization to develop the agriculture sector and to compensate
its losses would be highly useful for agricultural production insurance. The
results also showed that problems facing Agriculture Insurance Fund are
divided into several distinct and major categories which could be resulted by
lack of competition of agricultural products in insurance industry, deficiency
in statistical system, incomplete structure of Insurance Fund and finally
weakness of system of management in the area of agricultural production,
scattered farms and conventional and livelihood system in agricultural sector.
However, in case of elimination of the prevailing bottlenecks, future of the
Agricultural Insurance Fund and its effect on development of agriculture and
rural life is promising.

Keywords:
Agriculture Insurance Fund, Weakness, Threats, Challenges, Delphi
Technique.

* MS., Rural Development, Department of Development, Islamic Azad University, Science &
Research Unit

Email: fazel_mehdi@yahoo.com
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L ogistical Analysisof Factors Effectivein
Accepting Pistachio Insurance

R. Riyahi*, Dr. A. Zamanipour **, Dr. K. Roosta **
& Dr. H. Farhang-Far**

Abstract

The present research study has been conducted with an aim to examine logistically
factors that are effective in accepting insurance of pistachio product among pistachio
growers in South Khorasan Province. The target population in the study was a total of
(N=8253) pistachio growers in South Khorasan Province.

The research instrument was a questionnaire including 24 questions validity and
reliability of which were admitted. Reliability of the questionnaire was assessed and
approved by a panel consisting of senior agricultural experts. Also Cronbach's alpha was
used to estimate its reliability which showed an average of 75% for different part of the
questionnaire. The result of correlation analysis showed that factors such as age,
membership in cooperatives, level of education, willingness for participation in training
extension classes, contact with extension agents, contact with mass-media, getting
supportive facilities, commitment of insurance in observing its undertakings, low-level of
compensation, prudence of pistachio growers, failure to timely payment of compensation,
area under pistachio cultivation, high rates of premium, low rate of selling price, contact
level with insurance experts and officials, and communication with rural councils and
local officials as well as pistachio growing background had significant effect on
accepting pistachio insurance. But, other factors such as inaccessibility to insurance
centers, non-awareness of conditions and advantage of insurance, dissatisfaction of other
farmers and income of pistachio growers had no significant effect on accepting pistachio
insurance. The results of logistic regression indicated that the variable of the background
of pistachio cultivation with 65% had the highest rate of influence on anticipating
acceptance of insurance and the variable of contact with agricultural extension agents
with 20% had the lowest influence in this regard. Therefore, it is recommended that
insurance agencies work with pistachio growers who have a longer record of pistachio
cultivation and their under cultivation land is above 2.7 hectares.

Keywords:
Agriculture Insurance, Logistical Analysis, Innovation, Insurance Acceptance,
Pistachio Growers, South Khorasan Province.

* MS of Agricultural Extension and Education
Email: riyahi-2004@yahoo.it
\Y4Q **Associate Professor, Islamic Azad University, Birjand
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Study of Individual, Economic and Agricultural
Specifications of Wheat Farmersin Accepting Wheat
| nsurance

A. Dadras M ogaddam*

Abstract

The present research study has examined individual, economic and agricultural
specifications of wheat farmers in accepting wheat insurance in South Khorasan
Province. A sample of 400 farmers were selected by using Cochrane formula and after
completion of questionnaires and inquiring views of related professors, the data
obtained through questionnaires were analyzed with the help of SPSS software. The
present study was conducted on the basis of descriptive-correlation method and T-test
and in line with the main target, the following aims were examined: Study of individual
specifications of wheat farmers in accepting insurance; Study of economic
specifications of wheat farmers in accepting insurance; Study of agricultural
specifications of wheat farmers in accepting insurance.
On the basis of the above-mentioned targets, following results were achieved:

The most common wheat farmers (70%) were rural dwellers with farming being their
main occupation and their gender being male (95%). The wheat farmers were mainly
married (94%) and with 68% having three children. The average age of the sample
wheat farmers was 50, and some 81% of who had not used public facilities. Results
gained through Spearman correlation coefficient showed a positive effect among
farmers using public facilities, insurance preferences, low price of wheat, personal
characteristics of wheat farmers, educational status, income of wheat farmers and wheat
insurance. Meanwhile, multi-regression results showed that area under cultivation,
background, age and commitment of insurance to its undertakings justifies 79% of
acceptance of insurance. Results gained through T-test between the two groups of
insured wheat farmers and non-insured wheat farmers showed that the two groups are
different in terms of age, wheat cultivation background and educational status.
Ultimately, the following results were gained: Those with large span of under
cultivation land are more prepared for accepting insurance. Therefore, it is proposed
that special programs be made for this group in order to secure them against possible
risks. Given that insurance is mainly accepted by wheat farmers with an age span
ranging from 35 to 50 years, it is recommended that plans encouraging acceptance of
insurance be focused on this group in South Khorasan Province. With regard to the fact
that wheat farming background is highly effective in the acceptance of insurance, it
could be recommended that insurance officials make more contacts with such people
and through training courses develop them into local experts who could encourage
others.

Keywords:

Wheat Farmers , South Khorasan Province, Accepting Insurance, Individual
Specifications, Economic Specifications, Agricultural Specifications
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